How lo know the Indian   Waders.
The Pintail Snipe-
GMinago stenura. blanfoki*. Faun. Brit. Ind.,
Birds, Vol. iv, p. 289.
native names : — These appear to be the same as
those applied to the ordinary Snipe, but the
name Myay-ivoot, applied to Snipe in Burma, no
doubt belongs to this species as it is the common
one there ; and the same remark applies to the
semi-English "Isnope " or "Isnipe" of
Nilgiri shikaries . The Burmese name " Suite "
given by Mr. Gates, also looks suspiciously
English.
This Snipe is at first sight extremely like the last species,
only the tone of colour being rather duller ; but on taking
it in hand several well-marked differences become apparent.
In the first place, the bill is not so long as in the Fantail
l^nipe, and is nearly as uniform in thickness as a skewer, not
broadening at the tip conspicuously as in the Fantail.
Then, the tail, which is distinctly shorter than in that
species, consists of many more feathers, up to twenty-six in
number, of which the centre ten only are broad and soft as
in the Fantail, the outer pairs being narrow, stiff, and
almost pinlike — whence the bird's name.
This number of feathers is not constantly present, but
there are generally quite enough pin-feathers to identify
the species ; to find them it is often necesary to pull aside
the tail-coverts. Then, in the Pintail the first primary
quill is brown throughout, without the conspicuous white
outer border found in the Fantail ; and the lining of the
wing is barred all over, without the clear white space usu-
ally so noticeable in the other species.
Although, as above stated, the Pintail Snipe bears a
close general resemblance in colour to the Fantail, it is

